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The final exam will be held Monday March 20, 4:00-7:00pm in Studio C.  
 
The exam will cover all lectures, discussions, screenings and readings in the class.   
o Only blue books and pens will be permitted during the exam.   
o Blue books with pages ripped out or missing will not be graded. 
o No notes, books, computers, phones or electronic devices will be allowed. 
o If you are caught cheating on the final exam, you will immediately fail the class and a report of your 

academic misconduct will be sent to your College Provost. 
 
 
EXAM FORMAT: 
Part I:  Identifications (5 points each | 50 points total) 
You will be required to identify 10 names and terms.  The questions will test your knowledge of factual 
material related to the various individuals, issues and historical periods covered in the class.  Provide 
specific terms and dates whenever possible.  Point form answers are permissible. 
 

AHow to study for the short-answer questions:  review and synthesize key concepts and 
information from lectures and readings; pay particular attention to the areas identified below. 
 

Part II:  Essay Questions  (25 points each | 50 points total) 
You will be asked to choose two essay topics from three listed and write an essay of 5-7 paragraphs for 
each question.  Questions will ask you to compare three films from different sections of the class around a 
particular thematic or historical issue.  Provide detailed analysis of the films whenever possible.  You 
may not substitute films other than those listed in the question. 
 

AHow to study for the essay questions:  review and synthesize your screening notes, discussion 
notes, lecture notes and readings; identify possible thematic and/or historical connections 
between groups of films, paying particular attention to the areas identified below. 
 
 

AREAS TO STUDY: 
�Noir’s Components 

Be sure you understand: 
o noir’s main themes 
o noir’s narrative structures 
o noir’s visual style 
o noir’s relation to B production values 
o noir’s relation to hard-boiled detective fiction  

 
�Noir in Post-WW II America 

Be sure you understand key cultural issues in the post-war period, including: 
o returning veterans 
o the Cold War and HUAC 
o race relations 
o shifting gender and sexual norms 

 
�Noir’s Legacy 

Be sure you understand: 
o noir in post-WW II Japan 
o how, when and why noir was revived in 1970s Hollywood 
o how, when and why neo-noir emerged in the “millennial” era 


