
FILM 130  Spring 2015 

 S i l e n t  C i n e m a  
F i n a l  E x a m  S t u d y  G u i d e  

 
The final exam will be held Wednesday, June 10th, 8:00 – 11:00 a.m. in Oakes 105.  

ü Please bring your own blue books.  Write all exam answers in your blue books. Blue books 
submitted with pages ripped out or missing will not be graded.   

ü No aids allowed.  Only blue books and pens will be permitted during the exam.  Everything else 
must be stowed in bags; all electronics must be switched off and put away. 

ü If you are caught cheating on the final exam, you will immediately fail the class and a report of your 
academic misconduct will be sent to your College Provost for further disciplinary action. 

 
EXAM FORMAT 
The exam will cover all lectures, readings, screenings and discussions from the first day of class through 
the last.   
 
 
PART I:  SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS (5 POINTS EACH / 50 POINTS TOTAL) 

ü Answer all 10 short-answer questions in a short paragraph of 3-5 sentences each.   
ü The questions will test your knowledge of factual material related to the various historical 

periods and issues covered in the class.   
ü Provide specific names, terms, and dates whenever possible.  
ü Point form answers are OK. 

 
Sample Short-Answer Question: 

Describe three features of a nickelodeon? 
 
How to study for the Short-Answer Questions:   

Review and synthesize key concepts and information from lectures and readings; pay particular 
attention to the weekly topics outlined on the syllabus. 
 
 

PART II:  ESSAY QUESTIONS  (25 POINTS EACH / 50 POINTS TOTAL) 
ü Choose two essay topics from three listed and write an essay of 5-7 paragraphs for each question.   
ü Each question will ask you to compare three films from different sections of the class around a 

particular thematic or historical issue.   
ü Provide detailed cinematic analysis of the films whenever possible.   
ü Draw on ideas from readings, lectures and discussions. 
ü No film substitutions allowed.  You must write about the films listed in the question. 

 
Sample Essay Question: 

Many historians argue that the “Jazz Age” in the 1920s ushered in new, more fluid, ideas about 
gender and sexuality.  Compare and contrast the treatment of gender and sexuality in Un chien 
Andalou, It and Son of the Sheik.  Do these films represent a departure from films we saw earlier in 
the class? 

 
How to study for the Essay Questions:   

Review screening notes, discussion notes, and readings that discuss particular films and film 
movements.  Outline the key thematic and cinematic issues of each film.  Review readings, and 
discussion of readings during lectures, for important theoretical or conceptual ideas. Brainstorm 
possible connections between films, paying particular attention to the dominant themes of the 
class. 

 
 
NB:  The Smiling Madame Beudet (dir., Germaine Dulac, France, 1922)  will NOT be covered on the final 
exam, as we did not have time to screen it in class. 

 


