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In The Order of Things, Michel Foucault argues that the modern disci

plines, including anthropology, took shape during the nineteenth century 

in a discursive context where the figure of "man" had emerged as a com

plex subject and object of knowledge, simultaneously transcendent and 

empirical. I take this moment as a rough starting point for a discussion of 

how sociocultural anthropology makes and remakes itself in changing 

intellectual and institutional contexts. I write at a time of serious dis

agreement about whether we are at the end of the episteme Foucault 

identified-a set of assumptions under which "cultural" and ''social" diver

sity across time and space can be construed as a describable and theoriz

able "human" inheritance. My approach, agnostic and metahistorical, 

leaves this and similar important disagreements unresolved while argu

ing that such disputes are constitutive of anthropology's shifting borders 

and intellectual alliances. I hope to describe a process of "disciplining" 

that is less about creating consensus than about managing dissent, less 

about sustaining a core tradition than about negotiating borders and 

constructing coalitions. 

Invoking Foucault also recalls the embodied and institutional aspects 

of disciplinary formation. "Disciplining;> as I understand it, is not only 

a matter of defining scholarly territories, research topics, and analytic 

methods-the "content" of a discipline. The term evokes older traditions 

of normative training and ascetic practice that take modem form in pas

toral and governmental institutions, including the university. Disciplining 

is a process unfolding within these changing contexts. Anthropology is an 

academic practice unusually exposed to the post-196os changes in per

spective and political location associated with the linked phenomena of 

"decolonization" and "globalization." Modem anthropology, a compara

tive science of human diversity, was for its first century a "Western" sci-
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