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*** Mark your calendars -- CENIC’s annual conference will be held on March 15-17, 2004 at the Ritz Carlton Hotel in Marina del Rey. More information will be available soon.****
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"We can't live on dial tone alone"

--Dennis Depinet, Bascom Mutual Telephone General Manager 

Light Reading, Sept 26, 2003
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1. SUBMIT YOUR ENTRY FOR THE ON THE ROAD TO A GIGABIT AWARDS 

CENIC invites industry, academia, government, and community organizations to apply for the 2004 On the Road to a Gigabit Awards. Cosponsored by CENIC and Cal(IT)2, the awards honor the pioneering ideas of California's visionaries and the promise of tomorrow's Internet. Award winning entries highlight the technologies that are paving the road to a ubiquitous gigabit statewide network by 2010.

Categories include:

* Biggest, Fastest in the West: The fastest and most scalable high-performance networking application and/or technology

* Community: Innovative uses of high-performance networking to overcome network disadvantages (economic and/or location based)

* Education: Innovative uses of high-performance networking in K-12 and higher education

* Gigabit or Bust: The high-performance networking application/technology that best exemplifies what life would be like in a gigabit-connected world

* Innovation: Innovative contributions to high-performance networking that best exemplify the creative spirit and the bottoms-up philosophy that created the Internet

* Partnership: The best use of high-performance networking developed by a private/public partnership

Completed entry forms must be submitted by December 5, 2003. 

To enter the awards program, visit:  http://www.cenic.org/CENIC2004/awards/awards.htm. 

2. PARTICIPATE IN THE GIGABIT ROUNDTABLE IN SACRAMENTO

Join us for CENIC’s Gigabit or Bust Roundtable meeting on November 5-6, 2003, at Embassy Suites Hotel in Sacramento. This Gigabit or Bust Roundtable event, organized around topical Task Forces, will identify the opportunities and obstacles to achieving one gigabit throughout California by 2010 and establish an action plan to achieve this goal. 

 
The One Gigabit or Bust Roundtable is open to people interested in pursuing next generation broadband throughout California. Participants include representatives from service providers, content providers, state, county and municipal governments, state and local regulatory agencies, consumer groups, economic development groups, academics, technologists, and businesses with an interest in broadband. The Roundtable is inclusive: government (local, state, and federal), private industry, consumer groups, education and research, and service/application providers are all welcome to participate. 

 
For more information or to register, visit:
http://www.cenic.org/GB/meetings/110503/index.htm 

3. READ CENIC’S ANALYSIS OF NETWORK INFRASTRUCTURE IN NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Science Applications International Corporation (SAIC) assessed the need for broadband network capabilities in Humboldt and Del Norte counties. The research and engineering company analyzed the existing network infrastructure and identified alternatives for increasing the availability of high-speed connectivity in the region.

Humboldt and Del Norte counties embody the digital divide. These counties do not have the regional communication infrastructure to enable area residents to benefit from twenty-first century technologies. The region’s bandwidth drought has far-reaching effects on education, businesses, tourism, economic development and the population’s quality of life. 

After thoroughly researching the counties’ demographics and interviewing dozens of stakeholders from the region, SAIC’s suggests a wide range of solution alternatives that will augment network connections from service providers.

Visit http://www.cenic.org/Publications/NWCENICstudy.pdf to read the entire 52-page report. 

4. SPONSOR THE GIGABIT OR BUST INITIATIVE AND BECOME A GIGABIT PIONEER 

As a Gigabit or Bust Initiative sponsor, your company or agency can establish consistent visibility within our growing community—which is leading the evolution of next generation broadband in California. Gigabit or Bust Initiative sponsors will be integral participants in the Initiative’s projects, studies, events and meetings. These activities give sponsors the opportunity to cultivate face-to-face relationships and engage in open dialogues with influential industry, government and academic leaders. 

The Gigabit or Bust Initiative is inclusive and consists of representatives from service providers, content providers, state, county and municipal governments, state and local regulatory agencies, consumer groups, economic development groups, academics and technologists, and businesses with an interest in broadband.

Four sponsorship levels (Titanium, Platinum, Glass and Copper) are available. For more information, contact John Vaille at jvaille@cenic.org or 562-346-2282 or visit http://www.cenic.org/GB/pioneers/index.htm
5. HEAR ISPCON KEYNOTE SPEAKER DISCUSS GIGABIT OR BUST INITIATIVE

On October 22 Dewayne Hendricks will give the keynote speech at ISPCON in Santa Clara, CA. Hendricks, a Gigabit or Bust Working Group Leader, will discuss how cutting-edge wireless technologies will allow the state of California to achieve a ubiquitous one-gigabit Internet access by 2010. 

Hendricks, a pioneer in innovative use of unlicensed radio spectrum for Internet access, will explain the impact the Gigabit or Bust initiative is having on the nation and the role that ISPs will play in extending the Internet's power and reach.

6. FIND OUT ABOUT ONE GIGABIT OR BUST INITIATIVE AT T+L(2) CONFERENCE 

On October 21, Kathy Hackler, Vice President, Gartner Group, will introduce the Gigabit or Bust Initiative at the T+L(2) conference. At this must-attend conference for educators across the nation, the Gigabit or Bust Initiative is sure to reach a broad, supportive audience. 

During the pre-conference day-long session, “National Challenges…California Solutions,” Hackler will join education leaders from California school districts to discuss how technology opens the door to a broad variety of educational resources.

Hackler was one of the key Gartner analysts responsible for CENIC’s commissioned study, One Gigabit or Bust™ Initiative — A Broadband Vision for California, A Report by Gartner Consulting. 

For more information or to register for the T+L(2) conference, visit:

http://www.nsba.org/T+L 

7. LEARN HOW THE LATINO COMMUNITY CAN CAPITALIZE ON ONE GIGABIT OR BUST 
The Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities (HACU) wants to make certain that members participate and take advantage of the developing national and international cyber infrastructure. 

During “Engaging Latino Higher Education in the Developing Cyber Infrastructure: The California One Gigabit or Bust Initiative and Latinos” on October 17, conference attendees will discuss how California members can help create their future.  

This workshop will discuss the current thinking of the One Gigabit or Bust Initiative and the developing cyber infrastructure.  Workshop participants will be asked to help shape the vision and explore such issues as:

* How would or should ubiquitous gigabit connectivity impact Latinos in California?

* What positive impact could it make in their education, their quality of life, socially, politically and economically?

* What impact could it make on Hispanic-Serving Institutions and their students?

* What are the opportunities for Latinos and the challenges?

* How could the One Gigabit or Bust Initiative help California Latinos, including and through their institutions of higher learning, "leap-frog" over the "digital divide" to full-participation in the Information Age?

* What are the obstacles that must be overcome?

* What is the long-range strategy to follow?

* What are the next-steps?

HACU’s 17th Annual Conference is being held at The Hyatt Regency Orange County, Garden Grove, CA. The Gigabit or Bust Initiative session is from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on October 17.

To register for the event, send e-mail to Alex Ramirez at aramirez@hacu.net.

***************************************
NATIONAL BROADBAND NEWS
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1. USDA ANNOUNCES $11.3 MILLION FOR BROADBAND TECHNOLOGY GRANTS FOR RURAL COMMUNITIES

The USDA will award grants to 34 communities in 20 states to enable residents to access the Internet and take advantage of the opportunities available through the global digital community. The grant program supplements USDA Rural Development’s standard high-speed telecommunications loan program.

Read more about the USDA’s broadband plans for rural America at:
http://www.usda.gov/news/releases/2003/09/0329.htm

2. NMRC: BROADBAND ADOPTION COULD DRIVE 1.2 MILLION JOBS

The New Millennium Research Council released “Criterion Economic Report, The Effect of Ubiquitous Broadband Adoption on Investment, Jobs and the U.S. Economy.” This report highlights the range of new U.S. jobs possible (1.2 million over the next decade) and billions of dollars per year in consumer value resulting from wider use of broadband technology. 

Download the report can be found at:

http://www.newmillenniumresearch.org/archive/
3. OHIO RESIDENTS EARN FIBER TO THE PREMISES 
Some Ohio residents will soon see fiber to the premises (FTTP) thanks to their local cooperative telephony company. Bascom Mutual Telephone will be offering 1.2Gbps downstream/622Mbps upstream to residents in Fostoria and Tiffin, Ohio, which are located about 50 miles southeast of Toledo.
Find out about FTTP’s future in Ohio at:

http://www.lightreading.com/document.asp?site=lightreading&doc_id=40858

4. ITIC’s TEN-POINT BROADBAND PLAN EMPHASIZES WIRELESS BROADBAND 

The Information Technology Industry Council (ITIC) jumps on the broadband bandwagon with its Ten-Point Broadband plan. ITIC outlines a strategy that will promote capital investment, stimulate broadband demand, reduce regulatory barriers, and enable wireless broadband.

Read the entire plan at:

http://www.itic.org/reports/brdbnd_020502.pdf
ABOUT CENIC's ONE GIGABIT OR BUST ROUNDTABLE

CENIC's One Gigabit or Bust Roundtable addresses critical technical, policy, economic and implementation challenges facing the delivery of one gigabit broadband to all Californians by 2010. The Roundtable brings together the interests of research, education, commerce, state and local government and the general public to address the issues surrounding implementation of robust end-to-end broadband capabilities to every educational institution, business and home in California.

 

ABOUT CENIC
CENIC is a not-for-profit corporation serving the California Institute of Technology, California State University, Stanford University, University of California, University of Southern California, California Community Colleges and the statewide K-12 school system. CENIC’s mission is to facilitate and coordinate the development, deployment and operation of a set of robust multi-tiered advanced network services for this research and education community.

 
SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION 
You can subscribe to NGI Today by visiting:
http://www.cenic.org/NGI/NGIToday.html 
or by sending e-mail to listproc@cenic.org with the following request in the message body:
subscribe ngi-today your email address
To unsubscribe, send email to listproc@cenic.org with the following request in the message body:
signoff ngi-today
