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The California Public Utilities Commission’s California Teleconnect Fund Administrative Committee shall prepare recommendations to the CPUC telecommunications division. The division shall prepare a report to the Legislature by February 1, 2005 with respect to the California Teleconnect Fund (CTF) Program. The report shall include the following:

1) An assessment of barriers to full participation in the CTF Program among intended beneficiaries, including recommended options to encourage all eligible entities to fully utilize advanced telecommunications services.

2) An update on changes made to the program to improve the timely review and processing of CTF applications from customers and claims from telecommunications carriers. 

3) Recommendations for alternative uses for CTF funds to most effectively address the Digital Divide, including examining ways to encourage the deployment of advanced telecommunications services to all eligible customers.

4)  The anticipated effects of limiting California Teleconnect Fund discounts to the remaining portion of telecommunications costs after federal E-Rate discounts are applied for schools and libraries, including an assessment of disparities in these effects.

5) The effects of applying the federal E-Rate needs-based sliding scale to CTF discounts for schools.

6) An estimate of the surcharge level needed to meet the needs of the CTF program under each recommendation made related to the CTF program.

