A Brief Guide to Working with English Language Learners (ELL)

The attached pages, "Toward Academic English”, are a resource you can use to help you teach
your ELL students. If you know the CELDT (California English Language Development Test)
level of your student, you can look for that level on the chart, confirm the level using the
stage descriptors ("Students have..”) and then look at things you can do. If you don't know the
CELDT level, you can use the descriptors. The "Six Strategies® reference sheet of strategies
for Teachers of English learners is attached behind.

What do all these levels mean?
CELDT | Stage | Skill Area Proficiency

Level

o 1 | Pre-Production

:g 1 2 | Early Production
@ 3 | Early Speech Emergence
g 4 | Early Intermediate

g | 5 |Intermediate

s 3 - .

3 4 6 Early Advqnced |

_-§ 7 |Advanced

5 ;

Some Acronyms/Definitions...

ELD: English Language Development = an instructional program fhcn‘ focuses on Iear'nmg English
as a second language.

ELL: English Language Learner - A student whose primary language is other than English. This
term has replace LEP (Limited English Proficient).

FEP: Fluent English Proficient - a classification that indicates a student is proficient in English
and is able to participate in lessons designed for native speakers of English.

L1: A person's primary language :

L2: A person's second language

RFEP: Reclassified Fluent English Proficient

SDAIE: Specially Designed Academic Instruction in English - Strategies to teach ELL students
core curriculum content,

Lisa Mount, from NTP “ELL: Working with English Language Learners”



Meaning-Based Context Making
@ New concept introduced first

" in contextualized manner, Academic H\Q;Q.EQQQ
focused on meaning (i.e. A Accessible:
universal themes, life
experiences), then followed Stx Hﬁm@ Mﬁﬂﬁﬂmmﬂm .w. .\..Os.
by form (e.g. -grammar, Teachers of English
academic language, and Learners
application) - .

0 Print-rich environment and . :
resources linked to learning - Connections to .
outcomes = ;

o Link to cognitively . Prior Hﬁuposwmﬂ.ﬂwq
demanding task, “critical Universal Themes:
thinking” (e.g. -written 0 Use culturally-responsive
responses) &/or culturally themes, prompts, literature
responsive materials or supplemental materials,

0 Product-based learning linked . visuals to engage students
to essential concepts, 0 Quick writes, lists,
academic language, meaning - interactions, responding to

- . visuals, prompts, graphic
.organizers -

Guided Interaction <oomemH% & bmbmﬁmmo

0
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grouping (pairs, triads, etc.)
0 Identify, highlight and refer
Cognitively demanding task daily to essential concepts

as focus of interaction & and key vocabulary

gw”.uoﬂou for small & whole o0 Connect to prior knowledge:
Eroup  student-accessible synonyms

Q.nwwwmaon.mmmmnaﬂm.imﬁmum.
0 Identify & pre-teach standard
meaning-based prompts used .Hbmzmwmmamnmmmo.m&ogm.

to guide student work re: sentence structure. word
new content, new language : ’

use specific tasks or applications
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order/use, grammar, content-.

Expert Modeling &

OO0 oo

o0

Metacognition
“Think Alouds” by teacher.
Explicit input of essential
concepts, supported with
visuals, graphic organizers
Checking for db&anmnmu&bm
“Think Time”
Demonstration
Review of conceépts and
learning process,
Repetition
Respectfully distinguish
through instruction;
Differences in students’

B} Jlanguage use and academic

application of standard
English

Graphic Organizers
Use graphics to guide students’
attention to modeled input,
text, other resources .

Use graphics to highlight
elements for students to

‘monitor during reading, writing,

uu.oEaB..mouibm r direct input
Use graphics to m.TEo word -
analysis and vocabulary
development
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SAN LORENZO VALLEY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
ELL IDENTIFICATION PROCESS

for all

Home Language Survey

new enrollees

4

Language other than Eng.
on 1* three questions of

T~

Eng. on 1% three questions

HLS of HLS
. y
Administer CELDT E'nglish
/ ‘ }L Speaker
Beginning (1), Early Early Advanced (4) or
Intermediate (2), or Advanced (5) on
Intermediate (3) on CELDT
CELDT
— I-FEP
English Learner (Initially Fluent Eng.
(EL) Proficient)
“ CELDT Administered
Each Year
Individual Learning * 4 or 5 on CELDT

Plan (ILP) \

* Mid Basic on ELA CST
* Teacher recommendation
* Parent consultation

HLS = Home Language Survey

CELDT = California Eng. Lang.
Development Test ’

I-FEP = Initially Fluent English
Proficient

EL = English Learner .

R-FEP = Reclassified Fluent
English Proficient

ILP = Individual Learning Plan

y

R-FEP

Proficient)

(Reclassified Fluent Eng.




What Do All Language Learners Need?

Best Practices

Description

Daily Vocabulary
Instruction

3 new words per day
Content area words
Idioms

Explicit forms of
Academic English

«Point out to students the difference between
formal and informal language.
«Post vocabulary in your room.

Bridging from prior
knowledge

« All students bring prior knowledge. Connect the
new learning to their known.

| Guided Interaction

o Time for students to talk.

e Use structures such as Think, Pair, Share or
Numbered Heads Together to encourage
students to talk and process information

« Use graphic organizers and visuals to guide
student.work

Assessment that
informs instruction

« Use your assessments to determine your next
steps for teaching

Meaningful Content,
Thematic
instruction

» Make sure you link subjects to real life
e Content should not be random
e Use broad themes

Respect for home
language and culture

o Create opportunities to honor and celebrate
others’ cultures.

Adapted from CA FAS Mentor Professional Development: Mentoring for Language Learner Success




