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description:		
Nearly 30 percent of children in the United States do not 
have access to the Internet in their homes. In contrast, 
computer and Internet use in the nation’s schools is 
ubiquitous with an average of roughly four computers 
per classroom in nearly all instructional classrooms in 
U.S. public schools. The federal government has also 
made  the provision of computer and Internet access to 
school children a top priority. The increasing reliance on 
computers and the Internet for classroom instruction, 
delivering educational content, and completing homework 
assignments suggests that disparities in home access 
to technology or the so-called digital divide may have 
implications for educational inequality. 

Professor Fairlie will discuss the causes and consequences 
of the digital divide for educational outcomes globally 
and in the United States.
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