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Introduction. 

In virtually all languages that have been the object of reasonably complete and 
detailed linguistic description, the lexicon invariably shows evidence for internal 
stratification. The different strata ofthe lexicon are usually referred to with terms like 
"native vocabulary", "assimilated loans", "foreign vocabulary", or by labels identifying 
the loan source ("Arabic", "Latinate". "Sanskrit". "Spanish", "Sino-Korean", 
"Swahili", "Portuguese", etc.). In the typical case, these distinctions are not (or at 
least not primarily) etymological labels, but have genuine synchronic import, in the 
sense that several different criteria (morpheme combinatorics, morpheme structure 
constraints, applicability of phonological rules) converge on an overall partitioning of 
the total set of lexical items into distinct subsets. 

While the facts oflexical stratification can hardly be in doubt. their theoretical 
significance has remained somewhat unclear. There has been relatively little linguistic 
work on the consequences for the theory of the lexicon and for the organization of the 
grammar. After an early flurry of interest in Praguian phonology (Mathesius 1929 and 
related work), the issue attracted only sporadic attention from American structuralists 
(see e.g. Fries & Pike 1949), and emerged again in early generative phonology (in 
Chomsky & Halle 1968 and related work), where lexical stratification was used to 
motivate several exception-specific devices (diacritic features denoting lexical strata. 
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