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Fine-Grained Historical Stages

in a Partial Grammar
of my Idiolect of English’

David Teeple

Constraint promotion: SAYSOMETHING >> {Markedness, Faithfulness}

(1) SAYSOMETHING: Speaker must not remain silent, regardless of his
own feelings in the matter.

Evaluation of null input:

/ / FTBIN : PARSE | SAY Markedness : Faithfulness
' SOMETHING

a. [null] *| .

b. &= (242 | e

. ) |*

d. ?a ! P

e. (fak) o s

Utterance: “Uhhh....”

Constraint promotion: *OPENMOUTH >> SAYSOMETHING

2) *OPENMOUTH: Assign one violation mark to every jaw lowering.

Evaluation of null input:

/ / *OPENMOUTH SAYSOMETHING | Markedness
a. [null] *|

b. (241) *!

c. = () ok

Utterance: “Mmm...”

Constraint promotion: *EVENTRYANYMORE >> *OPENMOUTH

' The analysis is carried out using Optimality Theory (Prince & Smolensky 1993),
particularly the Correspondence variety (McCarthy & Prince 1993, 1995). My apologies
to the authors of those works.




3) *EVENTRYANYMORE: Assign one violation mark to every
segment involving vocal cord vibration.

0:05 Evaluation of null input:
/ / *EVENTRYANYMORE | *OPENMOUTH | SAYSOMETHING
a. [null] *|
b. (A1) gk *
c. (?m:) gk
d. = (hnm:)

0:050001 Utterance: (sigh)
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