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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE:  November 17, 2009
PLACE:  University of California Santa Cruz and Los Angeles
CONTACTS:

Shelly Errington: sherring@ucsc.edu, 831 212-4951 (Cell), skype name: shellyerrington 
Barbara Epstein:  bepstein@nature.berkeley.edu, 510 414-5116 (Cell)
Christopher Connery:  cconnery@ucsc.edu,  831.459.2761 (Office)

Petition to Regents: Stop the Fee Increase
Santa Cruz – November 16 – The Faculty Organizing Group at UC Santa Cruz have collected 3,291 signatures on a petition calling for the Regents of the University of California to halt plans for a 32% student fee (tuition) increase.   With the 32% Action on the tuition increase—widely announced throughout the system—is expected at the Regents’ November 18-20 meeting at UCLA.   Students, faculty, and staff throughout the system are voicing their opposition.  

The proposed fee increase would be in addition to the 9.3% increase that took effect at the beginning of the 2009/2010 academic year. UC student fees have more than doubled in the last decade, and with the proposed increase the cost to attend the UC will have tripled since 2000/2001. Meanwhile, in all three systems, class sizes are increasing, programs and departments are at risk, and student debt is rising. As student fees increase, students receive a lower quality education for a higher price.

Students and faculty are also very concerned about the effects of increased tuition on public access to the university, despite President Yudof’s announcement of the “blue and gold” program of guaranteed aid for lower-income students. Studies have shown that this “high tuition high aid” model always results in reduced access to the university for students of color and students from lower and middle-income families.

“The tuition increases will undoubtedly contribute to a re-segregation of the public university and increased inequality in California,” says Literature Professor Christopher Connery.  Connery adds, “ The Public Policy Institute of California estimated—and this study was completed before the current crisis—that California will be short 1,000,000 college graduates in 2025.  Reduced access to UC, along with decreased enrollments at the CSU, which is enrolling 40,000 fewer students annually, will compound that figure.   This is unconscionably short-sighted, and is grossly unfair to the people of our state.”

There are also questions about the extent to which student fee increases benefit students.  The Regents and the Office of the President claim that these fee increases are needed to offset declines in state per-student funding.  But where is the money going and who benefits?  UCSC Professor Robert Meister has shown that student fees can fund a range of projects, many of which might be considered questionable in a time of crisis.  “UC has never made itself accountable for how it uses tuition,“ says Meister, “it goes into a common pot of funds that can be used for anything, including new construction.”.   There is also no guarantee that students’ fees stay on their own campus. Another of Meister’s studies shows that students at UC Merced, UC Santa Cruz, UC Riverside, UC Irvine UC Santa Barbara, and UC San Diego all receive less funding per student than they generate, effectively subsidizing UCLA, UCSF, and UC Davis, which already get the lion’s share of state funding for UC.  “UC shouldn’t increase tuition yet again until it comes clean on how tuition growth has been used to make the richest campuses even richer,” says Meister.

Text of Petition:

California's Master Plan for Higher Education is built on the principle that high quality education should be accessible to all residents of the state, regardless of ability to pay. The goals of the Master Plan are in line with research indicating that a more educated populace benefits all and strengthens communities. Today, affordable public higher education is under threat as the state of California disinvests from public higher education. The results, for the people of California and its diverse communities, will be resoundingly negative.

We, the undersigned, demand that the University of California Regents not raise student tuition or fees. We further demand that the Regents aggressively and doggedly pursue the restoration of public funding to the levels laid out in the California Master Plan for Higher Education.
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