December 7, 2009

Lori Kletzer
Professor of Economics
Chair, Academic Senate, UCSC

Dear Professor Kletzer:

We, the undersigned students, are very disappointed in the November 30th UC Academic Council letter to the UC community that you signed in your capacity as Chair of UCSC Divisional Senate

(http://www.senate.ucla.edu/documents/AC_UCreprotests.pdf).

In it, you criticize the peaceful civil disobedience of students at UCSC who refuse to go along with the UC Regents' privatization of the UC. Civil disobedience—including, at times, occupations of buildings—has played a long and important role in American political history, from the unionization of the automobile industry in the 1930s to the African-American civil rights and anti-Vietnam War movements of the 60s. Those who have chosen to invoke the “rights” of individuals, as your letter does, have usually celebrated the right of civil disobedience by people who have no viable political representation in a system on which they depend for their future livelihood—we hope it

was not your intention to invoke the right to “rights” for the Regents and police only.

Why is it reasonable to criticize an occupation as disruptive of the educational mission of the university, but not a 32% tuition hike as similarly disruptive? Indeed, the specter of students dropping out and/or having to work even more hours to make ends meet is the true disruption caused by the Regents’ unprecedented action at UCLA recently. The Academic Council letter came across as insensitive in this respect.

We question whether your letter’s reference to “unlawful” actions is the place or prerogative of the Academic Council. Are you qualified to make these judgments? We encourage you to refrain from using criminalizing rhetoric in the future.

Even more disconcerting is the letter’s air of inevitability of the policies that are quickly transforming our public university into a semi-private institution beholden to the interests of UC’s bondholders. You refer to the “limits of protest” “as these policies take hold.” It simply is not true that these “regrettable but necessary” policies are necessary. There are numerous misallocations of funds within the UC system that our administrators have failed to rectify, including the recent revelation of a bloated ratio of executives and senior managers relative to faculty, the use of tuition to finance new construction, among others.

We suspect the signatories to this letter think it balanced in its tone and expression of numerous concerns, in its attempt to offend no one but admonish everyone. It strikes us, however, as one-sided. Your explicit condemnation of occupations is unwarranted. Peaceful actions such as the Kerr Hall occupation surely disrupted the work of many
staff and administrators for a few days at most—this is regrettable—but no one can take seriously the implication of your letter that this interference with the “rights” of our colleagues can be compared to the actual hardship that the tuition increase portends for
thousands of students and families.

Finally, as student activists and occupiers have said all along, it goes without saying that political pressure must be put upon Sacramento to invest in public education once more. But do not pretend to know that students have no right or strategic interests in protesting directly to our administrators on campus. Surely you understand it is their decisions that immediately impact us, that determine which of us will be able to finish our degrees at
UC or not. Indeed, we cannot afford to not protest to them, especially given the numerous questionable budgetary priorities that have been off the table of discussion.
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