 Education Matters 
Dear Students, Teachers, Workers, Parents and Concerned Citizens,

California stands at a crossroads. Our educational system, once free and the envy of the world, is going downhill. The K-12 system suffers from increasing class sizes, lack of money for a thorough and engaging education and mismanagement. Similarly, the University of California (UC), California State University (CSU), and Community College systems continue to degrade by increased class sizes, offering fewer classes and damaging cuts to departmental funding and employee’s paychecks.
In addition to the economic woes, the system faces a priority crisis. At the same time that the educational system is facing these cuts, the number of highly paid administrators is skyrocketing.

One student at UCSC (Santa Cruz) described her frustration as this: she couldn’t get into classes because not enough were offered, the ones she could get into were over-full with far too few  Teaching Assistants, known as TA’s (if any) and her fees were rising drastically. Discouraged, she stated that investing in the future was becoming a bad idea.

Prisons now take up more of the budget than the educational system. Unless we want to be prisoners of a broken educational system that puts executives above students and workers, bonuses above smaller class sizes, and cronyism above the duty to educate the next generation, the time to act is now!

What you can do to help:

-Email your state representative and tell them why education is important to you, too important to surrender to the prison system and administrators’ wallets. Send your letter also to your local newspaper to make sure they cover this important issue.

Find your representatives’ contact information here:

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/yourleg.html

-Join the March 4th strikes to re-take the educational system(wear green to work and school).

-Become active in your union, the PTA, and other citizens’ groups to demand reform.

It’s up to us - parents, teacher’s, public education staff, students -  to come together and speak out to make a difference.

