You Can Help Save Public Education in California!

A Crisis of Priorities: Increasing Costs, Declining Quality
On November 17, 18, and 19, the UC Regents will meet to vote on a proposal to increase your tuition 32%, putting it at over $10,000. If this goes through, UC tuition will have tripled since 2000. At the same time, the University is cutting back wherever it can, resulting in a serious decrease in quality of education. These twin trends—of increasing costs and decreasing quality—are not just a reaction to a short-term budget crisis but part of a long-range plan to privatize the UC. If this plan goes unchallenged, these trends WILL continue.
The UC used to be free! How did we get here?
The Master Plan for Higher Education that was drafted in 1960 gave all Californians a right to an affordable college education. But several changes have made that impossible. 

· In 1978 Proposition 13 reduced property taxes and required a 2/3rds majority in the legislature to raise taxes—making it nearly impossible for the state to pay for education. 
· In 2004, during an era of great economic prosperity, the UC signed Schwarzenegger’s Higher Education Compact which basically said that the UC would shift costs to students and corporate donors. Over the last 50 years education has been removed from the list of public priorities in California. This is what is meant by privatization.

2009: Budget Crisis

· The UC’s state funding has been cut by 20%--that’s $813 million for 2008-2010. The UC administration is using the economic crisis as political cover to enact their plan to privatize the university.
· If privatization continues unchallenged and the University of California loses all state support, then tuition would rise to $27,000 to educate the same number of students educated in 2001.

Effects:

· Declining Accessibility

· In 2009-2010, the UC admitted 1,477 fewer freshmen.

· The UC has announced a plan to reserve more spots for out-of-state students can afford to pay about $30,000 per year in tuition. By 2010, more than 1 in 5 Berkeley freshmen will be non-residents.

· As fees go up, students of color and low-income students are increasingly unable to pay for a UC education, thus creating an elite of white upper middle-class student body.

· Declining Quality
· Increased class sizes mean lower quality. 

· Fewer class offerings mean it will be difficult to graduate on time.
 

· Less help for students mean more are left behind. 

· Faculty Flight means the UC wil continue to lose its best faculty.
Two Problems: The state is unable to collect taxes, AND the UC is being mismanaged. 

State-Level 
· Make your voice heard(!) Contact your elected officials. Tell your parents and everyone you know that public education is under attack in California.

University-Level

UC students, workers and faculty are organizing here and on all other UC campuses to protect public education.

· To join or learn more about these efforts, visit:
· www.teachthebudgetucsc.org 
· www.ucsolidarity.org  
· www.checkingeducation.com (PETITIONS TO REGENTS, LEGISLATURE, and GOVERNOR HERE)
· http://keepcaliforniaspromise.org/
· Ask your TAs and professors to teach the budget. Teaching tools are available at www.teachthebudgetucsc.org
· Participate in upcoming events:

· Nov. 13: Science and Engineering Library Sit-In

· To protest reduced hours at the S&E Library
· Potluck from 1-4, Study-In begins at 4
· Regents Vote Student Strike November 18th
· Student and worker organizations on UC and CSU campuses will be organizing actions around the Regents vote from November 17th-19th. 
· At UCSC, students are organizing a Student Strike and rally 
· We will rally at the Quarry at 12 and then march to the base of campus where there will be music and activities like t-shirt and sign-making. 
· Skip class and let the Regents know they can’t price you out of your 
Coming Soon: March 4 State-wide Action
On October 24, more than 800 workers, students and faculty from the UCs, the CSUs, community colleges, and K-12 education system chose March 4th as a state-wide day of action.  
Stay informed and look for more information about what UCSC is planning at the websites listed on your handouts.w
�	http://keepcaliforniaspromise.org/?page_id=54


� “UC Releases Fall 2009 Admissions Data,” http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/news/article/20902


� Philip Matier and Andrew Ross, “UC Berkeley to admit more out-of-state students”, San Francisco Chronicle, October 21, 2009


� http://www.gradstudentstoppage.com/a-note-to-students-of-color-completing-the-work-of-prop-209/


� Chris Newfield, “UC Budget Questions and Answers,” available at www.teachthebudgetucsc.org





